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Hedgehog droppings are relatively soft and, depending on
dicr, ean by onite messy, Although some hedgehops use a litter
try, oothers deposit Their deoppings a randam, Placing all of the
drappings in the litter tray on a daily basts may facifitate litter
maining, Qiher lirter izaining tips include providing a cardboard
enclosure over the teay, plactng the animal in the tray afier feed-
ing, placing another hedgehog's feces in the tray, and placing the
way where the animal seems most inclined to eliminate. Natural
planc liners used for cats make the best litter substrate. Clay,
climping-type luet, or sand may stick to the animal and should
nal be vsed. Because many hedgehogs delecate in their hide
boxes anel exercise wheels and subsequently walk in their feces,
daily spot cleaning of the cage s aflen necessary to prevent der
matitis and possible dissemination of Sabnoncila specics,

Lxercise wheels are highly recommencled. The wheel musi
hive a salid or ine plastic mesh lfor hedgehogs to run on because
their feps tend to become entrapped by traditional wire rodent
wheels, Medgehogs should alse be let out inta @ large area on
adaily basis for exercise. Cardboare tebes, straw, safe climbing
structures, swimming {ubs, and other tnys provide enrichment.
Niry hedgebogs may e bathed with a mild pet shampon and o
sofl-Irigtle vegetable breash,

Wild Alrican hedgehogs feed onoa diversity of inveriehrate prey
ag well as plant materials and occasional eggs, vertebrate proey,
and carrion,™ Althaugh many of the natural foad flems are
knowin, the nuteitional condent of tvertebrates varies Lremen-
dotgly; this makes it very diffieult 1o deduce nutrient require-
- menis based on the wild dict. losectivarous mammals are
i raditionally fed diets that are 30% 10 50% protein and 0% Lo
‘,'. 0% fat (dry-matter basis).! Hedgehogs seem to reguire a higher
] level of dietaty fiber rhan carnbvotes; this may be related o the
[ Targe quiantity of insect exoskeletons in their nanal dict
o The bage of the captive dict should consist of @ cammerially
- prepared hedgehog lood. Scientific studies reparding hedgehog
:i: nutritional needs are lacking: however, commercial diets appear
lru 1o be the most halanced staple.thatsa pet owner can offer. [F
f rmmrncrcnlly prepared hedgehog food ts not used, premium
I (oo for less active cats of dogs should form the basis of the diet,
i Lerret food is high in fat and is not recommended. with many
ﬁh nthviduals, food must be rationed to prevent obesity, Depend.
i ing oty the animal’s weight and detivity, 3 1o 4 teasponns of the
';‘ main diet is typically fed daily. Growing animals and reprodue-
b lively active femnaoles may be fed the usual diet ad libitum, and
Vealium-rich foods are recommended,
- In addition 1o the main digt, approximately 1 to 2 teaspocns
fol varted muist faods apd/or inveriebeate prey (eg., canned
ol or dog food, cookee! meat or egg, or low-lat conage cheese;
i mealworms, earthworms, waxworms, gut-loaded crickets) and
i shout 1 teaspoon of vegelable/fruit mix (e.g. beans, coaled
Il cartents, sguash, peas, 1omatoes, lealy greens: bananas, grapes,
f{i apples, pears, berries) should alse he provided daily. Tnvere-
| brate prey and other dry food iterns may be hidden in the bed-
i ding L pramete foraging activity. Hedgehogs shauld not be fed
raw meat or eggs, which may harbar Salmenella species. Mill,
alihough relished by many hedgehogs, can cause diarrhen. Nuts,
seeds, and large items or hard foods such as raw carrots can
i, bocome Indgr‘d mn the roof af the mouth and shotld e avaided,
. The need for vitamin or mineral supplementation, il any, is not
L kmmn but supplementation does not appear ta be necessary
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for antmals fed 2 commercial diet, Moist or perishable foods
should be offered i the evenings, Hedgehogs may be slow 1o
accept novel foods, and any dietary changes must be made with
care. Iresh water should be availalle at all times. Most hedge-
hags can learn o drink lrom water bottles,

BREEDING AND NEONATAL CARE

Although pet hedgehogs may hecome sexually mature at
2 months, females should e at least & months of age hefore
breeding. Pregnancy is most easily detcrmined by weighing
the female every few days: a gain of 50 g or more within 2 1o
Tweeks ol heing placed with & male is suggestive of pregnancy.t
AL 30 days, o general swelling of the abdomen or mammary
enlargement may be detected. Infanticide, vsually followed by
cannihalism of the young, can accar, Novice hedgehag breeders
should give the female strict privacy from other hedgehops and
humans fromt abioun 5 dayvs belore delivery through 5 to 14 days
after defivery. Females eonditioned o lreguien handling are loss
likely 10 desert or kill their young in response (o Intman con-
tact.% ! Providing a large capge and an additional hiding place Tor
the female as a refuge from her liner may reduce stress. " Male
leelgelogs must not be allowed near the neonates because can.
nibalism (by either parent) ohen resulis,

Mormal pups (or “hoglets”) stay close to their dam and it
wreratles when resting, In cases of lactatinn failure ar abandon.
mient by The female, fostering of the pips 10 another dam with
similarly aged pups is usually successful. Weaning generally
L & weeks, and the young may be maved 10 separate
weels of age will

OCCUTE AL S
cages at 8 weeks ™ Daily handling starting at 3
provehiuee hedpehops thal remain tame,

Ifa surrogate dam is unavailalsle, a milk replacer may b e
through a dropper, fecding tubve, or narrosw-tipped syringe™
Based on the composition of European hedpehog milk, «
canine milk replacer with added lactase (Lactatd, McNeil.!E,
'L Washington, PAY seems 1o be the mos) togical formula b e
Hand-rearing of hodgehaogs is often associated with high moral-
ity. Meonales should be fed as moch as they will conmsume every
210 4 hours Tor about 3 weeks. The ambient temperanare shonild
he maintained at 2071 o 25°F {32°C to 35°0) far the first
lew weeks, ! Neonates should gain approximately 1 to 2 g/day
ditring the fiest week, 3 1o 4 g/day during the second week, 4
10 5 g/day during the third and fourth weeks, and 7 10 9 g/day
until they are 60 days old. ™™ Neanates should be stimulated
10 eliminate after each feeding by massaging the ventrum and
perineal arca with a cloth or swaly moistened i warm water, Al
4 1o 6 weels, parent- or hand-raised young showld be weaned by
nffering canned dag ar cat food, minced beel, or freshly molted
mealwarms. A slight weight loss may occur during weaning. 52

MEDICIN;E““ L
RESTRAINT AND EXAMINATION

Even very tame hedgehogs often roll up when an examination
or other procedure is attempted, Hedgehogs do bite, bur inlre-
quently, Patience and a quiet room with subdued light may help
calm wary hedgehogs, High-pitched sounds, such as the jingling
of instruments, should be avoided. A small towel and light
gloves may (acilitate handing. Some hedgehogs may he induced
o uncurl voluntarily if suppotted in normal standing position




